A Guide to SPARKS, Inc.

South Pinellas Aeronautical Radio Kontrol Society, Inc.

Currently located at Toytown Landfill
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Introduction

SPARKS is &old Leader AMA chartered
nonprofit club dedicated to radio
controlled modeliecraft and isopen to all
Pinellas residentsWe currently license the
Toytown landfill from Pinellas County.

A county-wide radio control flying area

SPARKS is anon-profit radio control aircraft flying club that provides
residents a local radio control flying fiel EPARKS has been a long term
club estabbhed in 1990 All people are welcome, SPARKS maintains a
trainer to give visitors and newcomerdemonstratiotilight.

SPARKS is the second largest R/C club in the south&astilar to golf,
tennis, and other sports, radio control flying is a clean sport that has

contributed positively towards the coun
SPARKS use of the Toytown landfill wass explained to us by the county, a
ificl ean environment al use of landfil!] ar

continued existence.

At this time, the SPARKS site is the only radiontrolled aircraft flying site
within the county. Without the SPARKSeimodel aviation will no longer
exist within the county.
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What SPARKS means to the County

Many famous people got their start because of model aviation. A quote from a letter by Burt
Rutan ( head of the first private space flight that won the X psizgis it up:

AfToday we see numerous fields for sports |I|ike
but few for model aircraft flying. This is wrong, since there will always be more

opportunities for jobs in aviation, engineering and science ttaeers in

sports. A few sports heroes make a lot of money, but they are not the ones that

will c¢change our | ives for the bettero.

In the back of this document is the full text of his letter along with others from people like
Neil Armstrong and Hoot Gibson. They angitg educational, please take a moment to read
them.

Model Aviation is not only a good clean sport, but it challenges young people to learn, to be

creative and invent new things. They develop self confidence and learn about science. Model
Aviation is aninvestment in the future for the county.
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The impact of SPARKS RC club on the local public

1 . Radio Control flying is a clean sport contributing to positive development
of the countyds youth groups.

2 . SPARKS club now has a membershie ranging from 13 to0® We
encourage youth membership.

3 . Church youth groups have been invited to the field for education and
introductory flights.

4 . Several Boy Scout troops have visited the field similar to the church groups.

5 . We try to conduct an annual show at a local mafiublicize the club and
the field. We emphasize that visitors are welcome to the field and welcome
to join.

6. SPARKS contributes heavily to the
we gave all donations and toys to our neighboring fire station for
distribution to needy childrenDonations totaled over $200.

7 . SPARKS members provide support for the following local businesses:

Archie's Hobbies & Helis, 4200 62nd Avenue North &394
Ike's Discount Hobbies, 7530 W. Waters Ave. 3&D7
Phil's Hobby Shop050 Park Blvd. 544251

8 . SPARKS maintains a club trainer airplane so any resident wanting to
experience R/C flying can have a no cost introductory flight.

9 . SPARKS is an AMA sanctione@old Leaderclub making us a member of
the largest sport aviation orgaation in the world. AMA is an associate
member of the National Aeronautic Association and Fédération
Aéronautique Internationale (FAl).

1 0 .SPARKS maintains a safe and secure flying site for all residents. The
flying site is leased from the county.
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Chartered by the Academy of Model Aeronautics

The Academy of Model Aeronautics is therld's largest sport aviation
organization, representig a membership of more than ]JJ@0 from every
walk of life, income level and age group.

SPARKSisdi Go | d L e adhateedclub andtherefore a member of
this large sport aviation organization.

The Academy of Model Aeronauticsa self-supporting, nosprofit
organization whose purpose is to promote development of model aviation as a
recognized sport and worthwhileareation activity.

Membership in AMA and SPARKS pen to anyone interested in model
aviation.

In addition the AMA is the official national body for model aviation in the

United States. As such, it sanctions more than a thousand model competitions
throughout the country each year, and certifies official model flying records

on a national and international level.

The AMA is the chartering organization for more than 2,500 model airplane
clubs across the country. AMA offers its chartered clubs officialesbnt
sanction, insurance, and assistance in getting and keeping flying sites.

It is also the voice of its membership, providing liaison with the Federal
Aviation Administration, the Federal Communications Commission, and other
government agencies throughraational headquarters in Muncie, Indiana.

AMA also works with local governments, zoning boards, and parks
departments to promote the interests of local chartered clubs.

The AMA is an associate member of the National Aeronautic Association.
Through NAA,AMA is recognized by the Fédération Aéronautique
Internationale (FAI), the world governing body of all aviation activity, as the
only organization which may direct U.S. participation in international
aeromodeling activities.



Radio Control Flight Instruction and Club Events

SPARKS club now has a youth membership that is high compared to other clubs in the
nation. We encourage new membership especially those families with younger children that
want to learn to fly R/C. The membership is not size or agicted anyone can join.

Currently members range in age from 13 to over 90.

SPARKS maintains a flight instruction curriculum and qualified instructors so that new flyers
can be provided safe and through instruction. Instructors are all experiencednamMbers
and follow SPARKSSé flight training curricul

SPARKS also conducts events on almost a monthly basis at the field. These events range
from fun-fly contests to flyins of scale models to aerobatic contests. Families are always
invited and severavents each year are family oriented. Other clubs within the state are
invited to attend an event or two each year.
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A Pictorial Essay on
SPARKS

Pictures show the real world

A pictorial view of SPARKS

Following this page are pictures of the SPARKS feldwing the runway
and pit locations, the field shelter and a location map.

Pictures of different events and flight instruction show our club having fun
and creating new pilots.

We invite you to come visit us and learn more.
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Academy of Mbdel
Aeronautics

The sanctioning organization of model
aircraft activities

Information about the AMA and its programs

The following pages contain information about the AMA and what it stands
for. This organization has a long history within the US annvslved in
aviation worldwide. AMA members include many famous aviation names
that had their interest in aviation sparked at a young age by modeling
activities.
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Academy of Model Aeronautics _6 ,
5161 East Memorial Drive - ~
Muncie, Indiana 47302 Seem—m, | A=
(765) 287-1256 — Business

(765) 288-4248 — Fax A M A

(800) 435-9262 — Membership Services

hitp:/www.modelaircraft.org SINGE IS0
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

is the world’s largest sport aviation organization, representing over
170,000 members.

is a self-supporting, non-profit organization whose purpose is to promote
model aviation as a recognized sport and a worthwhile recreational activity.

is an organization open to anyone interested in model aviation.
is the official national organization for model aviation in the United States.

sanctions more than two thousand model competitions each year, and
certifies official model flying records on a national and international level.

is the organizer of the annual National Aeromodeling Championships, the
world’s largest model airplane competition.

is the chartering organization for more than 2,500 model airplane clubs and
offers its clubs official contest sanction, insurance, and assistance in
getting and keeping flying sites.

is the voice of its membership, providing liaison with the Federal Aviation
Administration and the Federal Communications Commission. AMA also
works with local governments, zoning boards, and parks departments to
promote the interests of local chartered clubs.

is an association member of the National Aeronautic Association. Through
NAA, AMA is recognized by the Federation Aeronautique Internationale
(FAI), the world governing body for all aviation activity, as the only
organization which may direct U.S. participation in international
aeromodeling activities.

For more information, contact the Academy of Model Aeronautics, Programs

Department, 5161 East Memorial Drive, Muncie, IN 47302 or telephone (765) 287-1256.

For membership information and application, telephone 1-800-I-FLY-AMA.

12






